Look for CASEY & KELLY Brewing
ompany's Extra

the hotels and saloons.

Fine Lager Beer at all

On sale today.

The Finest Beer ever brewed

BARDIC CONGRESS OF WALES

First Established for the Welfare of
the Community,

ANTEDATES CHRISTIAN ERA

The First Eisteddfod Was Held Conturics
Beforo the Christian Erva, and
Its Exercises Simliar to
Those of Today,

J. Humphreys Parry, the editor of
*“The Transactlons of the Cymrodori-
ons, or Metropolitan Cambrian Institu-
tion,” a learned antiquarian and ele-
gant writer, a native of North Wales,
at the beginning of the present century,
who had a university tralning, ‘and
guined the admiration of his fellow-
countrymen byethe publications of ‘the
Cambro-Briton, a most valuable mis-
cellany, In which s contained a mass
of Information respecting the history
of Wales, writes of the Gorsedd Insti-
tution in the followIng manner:

“The Gorsedd, or Congress of Bards,”
he says, “owed Its birth to the Bardie or
Druildical institution, It was at.first
established for the promotion of objects
connected with the moral and political
welfare of the community, as well as
for the minor or subordinate purposes
of cultivating the arts of music’ and
poetry, The most anclent notlces of it
now extant occur in the Trinds, of the
s#ocial  state, which are asceribed to
Dyfnwal Moslmud, who lived three or
four ¢enturles before the Christlan-era.
in these anclent records, the Gorsedd y
Helrdd, or congress of bards, 18 num-
bered among the “national privileged
meatings of the Cymry.” It was held
at stated times, in gome central or ex-
posed part of the country, or according
to the bardic maxim, “in the face of the
sun, and in the eye of light.,” Such was
the primitive character of the anclent
conventlon; but how long It was re-
tained there are no means of ascertain-
ing with any degree of precision. The
Jong Internecine wars consequent on the
successive Invagions of the Romans and
Baxons, as well as the Introduction of
Christlanity, by deatroying the politi-
cal and religlous ascendancy of the
Druids, must have deprived the Institu-
tion: of its primitive importance, and
from this period there [8 no doubt It
gradually departed more and more
from its genuine character,

The Gorsedd In Its earllest stage, we
have thus seen, was of a very different
nature from what It has since become,
In its next gradation It appears to have
been devoted to the more parteulalir en-
couragement of the musieal and poetle-
al talents of the country, as well as
to the perservation of the anclent or-
dinances and traditions of the bards,
The earliest congresses of this charnc-
ter of which we have many memorials
are two which took place In the slxth
and seventh centurles, under the pat-
ronage of Maelgwyn Gwynedd and Cad-
waladr, last kings of the Britons, at
which several poets and minstrels at-
tended. From this period we have no
further memorials of these national fes-
tivals until we arrlye at the time of
Bleddyn ab Cynfyn and Gruffydd ab
Cynan, when the original designation
of the Qursedd seems Lo have been first
exchanged for that now in use, of els-

~teddfod or session, At the elstedd-
fodau holden during the relgn of Gruf-
fydd ab Cynan, in particular, many
alterations or amendments were made
in thé Bardic laws, and the national

music gnd poetry were subjected to a
varletyfof important regulations, which
have Fen In operation more or leas
ever gifce.

In the early part of the twelfth cen-

tury Cgdwgan ab Bleddyn ab Cynfyn
fallowelithe example of his father in the
encous ment he gave to these na-

ventions and he was succeed-
od by &p Qruftydd, gemerally

called Lord Rhys in South Whales, dur-
Ing the latter part of the same era,
From the perlod now mentloned for
nearly three centuries we have no
particular records of the elsteddfod.
But the conquest of Wales by Edward
I, in the Thirteenth century, and the
sanguinary events preceding and at-
tending that epoch are sufflclent to ace-
count for the temporary susponsion of
the practice. The ascendancy which
the bards had acquired over their coun-
trymen could not fall, besldes, in ren-
dering them objects of Jealousy to so
politle and ambitlous a monarch as Ed-
ward, He accordingly deprived them of
the publie privileges they had enjoyed
before and it was only after a long in-
terval that they recovered any sem-
blance of their anclent rites, The first
instance of the revival of the natlonal
usage under conslderation, after the
conguest of Wales, of which any me-
morial has reached us occur about the
year 450, when Gruffydd ap Nicholas,
@ distinguighed patron of the bards, ob-
talned the sanction of Edward IV. for
holding an elsteddfod at Carmarthen,
which has been called by way of emin-

ence, the great elsteddfod of Carmar- | )

then, To this succeeded another one
in the relgn of Henry VIL, convoked
nlso under royal patronage, but of
which no particular detnlls are now
extant. The nest in order appears one
to have been an elsteddfod that took
place at Caerwys, In Flinkshire, in the
year 1623, under the immediate ausplees

‘'of Richard ab Howel ab Ieuan Vychan,

Bir Willilam Cruffydd and Sir Robert
Salisbury, and at which Tudur Aled and
many other distingulshed poets were
present. After this another was con-
vened at the same place, on the 26th
May, 1587, by virtue of a command
granted by Queen Ellzabeth to several
gentlemen of North Wales and the
Marches, most of whom attended on the
occaslon,

Other congrasses also asgembled dur-
Ing the same century in S8outh Wales
under the patronage of Sir Richard
Neville and Willilam Herbert, earl of
Pembroke, for the express purpose of
collecting and consolldating what yet
remained of the anclent bardic instl-
tutes and traditiong. In the year 1680
an elsteddfod also took place in the
same divislon of the principality, un-
der the presidency of Bir Edward
Lewys.at which the collections just al-
luded to were conslderably augmented;
and these were again thoroughly re-
vised and arranged at a congress which
took place at Bewpyr castle, in Glamor-
ganshire, In 1681, under the ausplces of
Sir Richard Bassett. This appears to
have terminated the second stage of
the bardle congress, or sesslon, in which
for more fhan six centuries, even ac-
cording to our imperfect records, it had
continued the means of rescuing from
oblivion the anclent ordinances and
traditlons of the bards. Since the
period alluded to It has been regarded
more a8 u festival for the encourage-
ment of the natlonal musie, poetry, and
general Hterature, From the time of
Sir Richard Bassett until the year 1818,
when the first meeting of the Cambrian
soclety in Dyfed was held, the only ef-
forts to revive the anclent custom ap-
pear to have been those that were made
under the patronage of the Gwynedd-
Iglon at different places in North Wales,
where appropriate prizes were award-
ed to the auccessful cundidates in mu-
gle and poetry.” BSuch Is the outline of
the history of the elsteddfod from its
earliest dawn until Its late gusplelous
revival, Orlginally, as already ob-
served, the deslgn of this nutional
meeting, when existing under a differ-
ent name, and under the ausplces of the
Druidical institution, was of s higher
nature than at pregent, 1t had for its
various objects, In Its primitive char-
acter, the reformation of manners and
customs, the support of ancient privi-
legen, commemoration of remarkable
occurrences, the maintenance of publie
tranquility, and, finally, the general
promotion of sclence, morality and re-

liglon. It was accordingly In the dis-
tant ages to which this observation has
reference, connected an integral

manner with the public welfare of the
country. It was the great political en-

gine by which the general prosperity
of the state, a2 well as the Integrity of
ita several soclul relations, was upheld
and secured, for It must not be for-
gotten that In older times the bards
were the public conservators of the
laws, the literature, and the religlon
of the country; they were its legisiut-
ors, Its phllouupherr, and its priests,

Alderman Thomas Rees Is opposed to
robes for alderman, and he ¥ surprised
that such a “great girllsh"” propisition
shoulid be made in this the latter end of
an enlightened century, When It was sug-

ested to Alderman Rees that at one time

¢ hiid worn the mayoral robes with much
pride, the worthy clty father sald he had
done so only afer a lot of pressure and
much against his indignation,

The bishop’s residence at Llandaff was,
it appears, bullt for Rear Admiral Mathew
during his absence. It I8 o large three-
mtory | uimlnf. The old veternn, whea he
camoe to see it, 18 sald to huve glven vent
to his feelings after this fashlon: “‘What!
a three-decker! have spent too many
i;omi'l‘dur my life to end them In this!" and

e didn't.

The only Welshman who ever tried to
speak Weltsh as *‘she Is written” was
But Caledfryn wns no onll-
He uped to bonst that he wrote
his "!Wlhla" Castle” with the same pen
and was willlng to exchange all his poet-
feal works for one line of Anne Griftith's
hymns,

Professor D. M. Lewls, of Aberyatwith,
hold heterodoex views on dialectle Welsn,
Is the opinlon of Welsh purists, The pro-
fessor malntadns that spoken Welsh may
be better Welsh than of lterature, not-
withstanding Its belng Impregnated with
English words. Its superior merits conslst
In {18 belng more racy and ldlomatle,

Caledfryn.
nary man.

The Nlh?.\? the dean and the archdea-
con of Cardiff have long passed the ullot-
ed span of life—~three scere years und ten
—=but they are almost infants compared
with Canon Hawkins, who has passed his
ninety-sixth year,

Barly in the century Swansea had quite
o reputntion as a health resort, but o no-
tice appears in one of the magazinea for
the perfod that the high-priced of he lodg-
ing house kecpers effectunlly frightened
customers away,

One of the Welah coal owners diad o
short time ago at Cheltenhum In the pers
son of Mr. epherd, who was for muny
yvears cashler at Cyfurthfa. In 1847, In con-
nection with Mn David Evans, Brecon
Bank, Merthyr, and others, he sank &
pit at Cymaman, but after a time sold
out to Powell Duffrin. Durin the term of
Shepherd and Evans there was a run of
good times, but the colllery was not &
graspnrnu- one untll taken In hand hy

owell Dulferin, who made It one of th»
best In the distrjet, In the good times #v-
ery car of coal that came up meant &
guinea for the company,

It has been announced from a Bwansea
pulpit that “the Galatians and the Welsh
are of the same family,and are allled in all
characteristics.,” Of course, this {s slm-
ply flaunting the red flag before the eyes
of Morlen,

There 18 an Ingenlous man walking the
streets of Cardiff. He never gets up till
noon If he can heip It, and It used to break
him u%eio find oul at night that he was a
meal hind, Bo he now, as he arguocs,
contrives to keep square by having his
breakfast and dinner together on the
same plate, as follows; namely;: Egus
and bacon on the left half of the plate, and
becfetenk and vegetable crowding the
other half, Morecover, with the left bhnlf
he drinks & cup of tea, und with the rignt
o glass of becr. Bop far, the authorities
have taken no action, the man belng a
musiclan,

—

An English traveler givos his travellng
cxgurlwwr-_- In Wales In the following way':
“When touring in Willes one summer, not
long ago, 1 stayed awhile at a little lnn In
an outlying part of the principality., Tho
chured was old and Interesting, and [ went
1o inspect it. Finding the door open, I
entered, and learnt from the broken Eng-
lish of an old woman churchkeeper that o
wedding party from the neirhhorln' vil-
luge wan soon expected. Winhing to mee
a Welsh country wedding, 1 remalned for
the service. All seemed to well untll
the clergymen asked for the ring, and
then Il was found that the hﬂdaﬂmom had
mude no provision whatever; indeed, 1t
win evident that he had never thought of
it. The clergymen showed no surprise
al what appeared (0 me to be an extras
ordinary omisalon, mzut sent t
~door

he
man for the chu
brwumrom placed the ring whic

for the key-handle over the finger of the
bride, and so she was wed, My curlosity
was aroused in regarid to what 1 had seen,
and I soon ascertiained that wedding-rings
were quite exceptional among the poorer
people In that nelghborhood, One ring—
u sllver one—had done duty In a luree
number of instances, und when this ring
could not be obtained from Ita fortunnie
posscgsor the ring of the church-door Key
wans the makeshift, as in the ‘marriage 1
had witnessed."

Major “}Mhm-qmnn one of the
members rliament for Glamorgan-
shire, recelved an officlal communication

recently from Windeor Caatle In answer
to the rerreuonlallono which he has been
making for the Rhondu Gilee aingers to
sing before the gueen. He was informed
that, owing to the death of Prince Hengy
of Ballenburg, her majesty has declded not
to have any entertainment2 or concerts
at the castle for the next ten months, nnd
that under the clrcumstances the queen
will be unable to heag the cholr at press
ent. He bhas, however, high authority for
stating that, after this period of mourning
has elapsed, it Is more than probable thut
an invitation will be extended to he cholr
to appear before her majesty. Their rep-
utation has already penetrated court ecir-
clea, and a desire hitsa been expressed in
more thiun one infAuential quarter that hes
majesly should hear the members sing,
Major Quinn, who Is very enthuslastic on
the subjiect, s very sanguine that the
wishea of Rhonda people will be grutifled
In this matter,
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Hotel Walton

Broad and Locust Streets, Philadeiphia,

—

Omne of the most magnificont hotels in th
world, Palatial in every detall. ® ?

Absolutely Fireproof. American and
European Plans.

Bituated all the lead b
“m& - ufﬂ:‘::.. M ing theatres and

STAFFORD, WHITAKFR & KEECH

WILLIAM S. MILLAR,
Aldermg]o 8th Ward, Scranton

OMS 4 AND &
QAS AND WATER €0. BUILDING,

CORNER WYOMING AVE. AND CENTER ST

OFFICE HOURS from 7.20 2. m. to 9 p,

:n. (1 ‘l;our intermiggion for dinner and

Particalar Attention GI to Collect!
PNI;' Bettlamont Gm‘:‘l Y'w'r B.u:::
ness s Respectiully Solicited. Telephone 134

e
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Jowolers and Silversmiths,
130 Wyoming Ave.

DIAMONDS AND DIAMOND JEWELRY,
CLOCKS AND BRONZES, RICH CUT GLASS
STERLING AND SILVER PLATED WARE.
LEATHER BELTS, SILVER NOVELTIES,
FINE GOLD AND SILVER WATCHES.

MERCEREAU & CONNELL

Jowelers and Silversmiths,

130 WYOMING AVE.

ON THE LINE OF THE

CANADIAN PACIFIC R'Y

are located the finest fAshing and hunting
grounds in the world, Delcrl‘pllvo books
on application. Tickets to all inta in
Maine, Canada and Maritime Frovinces
Minneapolla, 8t. Paul, Canadian and
United Btates Northwest, Vanvouver,
Beattle, Tacoma, Portland, Ore,, 8an
Francisco.

First-Class Steeping and Dining Cars

attached to all throuﬁht tralns., Tourlst
cars fully fitted with bedding, curtains
and speclally adapted to wants of famlilies
may be had with second-class tickets,
Rates nlways less than via other lnes.
For further information, time tables, etc,,
on application to

E. V. SKINNER, G. E. A,,
353 Broadway, New York.

DUPONT'S

MINING, BLASTING AND SPOATING

[POWDER

Manufactured st the Wapwallopen Mills,
Lugerne county, Pa., and at Wil-
mingtou, Delaware,

HENRY BELIN, Jr.

General Agent for the Wyoming District.
118 WYOMING AVENUE, Scranton, Pa
Third Natlonal Bank Buillding.

AGENCIES:
THOS, FORD, Pittaton, Pa.
JOHN B, SMITH & 80N, Plymouth, Pa.
E. W. MULLIGAN, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.
Agents for the Repauno Chemical Com-
pany's High Lxplosives,

ROSE POLYTEGHNIC INSTITUTE,

Terre Haute, Ind. A Bohool of Enginoering.
Mechanion), Else vil Eogineering,

Chomical % Jﬂo-d. Lhen
et Replie delia punamt Lo

64 CARS, 4 TRAINS.

NERCEREAU & CONNELL| Scranton, Tuesday, May 26.
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1200 PeopLE EMPLOYED
12 TENTS COVERING 12 ACRES)

BripetronT, CON
FORLMN OFFIOES
-~ LONMDON, ENG,
PARIS , FRANCE.
NEW YORK,.CITY~

3 Rings, 3 Stages, Racing Track.
AND MONSTER AERIAL ENCLAVE 10STARTLING AND SUBLIME CIRCUS ACTS
EVERYTHING JUST AS ADVERTISED.

Only Bhow endoraad by Clergy. No Palse Protonses. No Exaggorations.

GREATEST AERIAL EXHIBITIONS EVER SEEN.

The Most Renowned Mid-Alr Performers in the World. Glovioualy Thrilling Dives, Flights
and Catches. ALAR, the Human Arrow, Shot fromn Huge Ancieut Lrosabow away Inlo space.

MAGNIFICENT EQUINE SPECTACLE ® Cas g Fitiesi 54 Tt v
SPLENDID CHAMPION EQUESTRIAN

neuting Novel Feats.
DISPLAY.
12 Ch jon Male and Femalo Bareback Ridora in the Most Varled Kinds of Expertand
y ﬁﬂ"i‘n; nlﬂtl.lnﬂ AT:III. "‘??ﬁE NEW WOMAN ON HORSEBACK, with Lady Clowns,

Lady ting Musters, and Lady Objeot Holders,

M0 |6 INSER], p
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6 AYE OE.PONT WAMEN,
Main BulinEss ornce,

10MAL + w0 REALLY
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THE ONLY TWO COMPLETE MENAGERIES IN THE WORLD.

2 Herds of Elephants, 2 Drovesof Camnla, 1 Flock Ostriches, 5 Cages of Wild Beasts,
Togeth r with muny Animals in Lessh

JOHANNA, THE FATQCUS GIANTESS GORILLA.

Onl in Captivity In the World.  Beven Dens of Performing Animala. And in Addition
,I.: :?I tho l'.'l';rim'l fouders, The Grand, New, Plctuvesqus, ltomantio Ehterisinment,

REALISTIC ORIENTAL INDIA,

foN | r m

Bepresentivg Genuine Natives of the Oriont in Every Phase of Lifs, Presented fust as th ey
(! for w in their ow'n country: Bu'dhist Pricsts, Bacrad Danoing (#rls, !‘lr ar,
a?ﬂ'"':n'n usk Dancers, Cocoannt ’E’rnn (‘}lm‘g«h. Cotti Dwarfs. REAL EAST II\DIAF!

Davll
AKIRS AND EXPERT JUGGLERS, Madras Dancing @irls, Kandian snd Singiulese Duncors,
l';l‘sihalr with tuolr Families, Sucrod Templos, Tozla. lwplemwents, Musical Iustriments, Ori-
flammes and Devices.

MIGHTY NEW FREE STREET PARADE.

With tho Sovercigns of the World renresonted, togothier with the military uniforms and
musle of all nations, at ¥ a. m, on day ol show.

LOWEST EXCURSION RATES ON ALL RAILROADS.

Two Performonees Daily at 2 and 8 p. m.  Doors Open an Honr Eariier. Admission
to Bur:rgln‘ Ale, cn’uduu Undor © Years Halfl Price.
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